
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             God Bless  

 

The Hidden Work of the Church  

òOne of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray and spent the 

night praying to God.   When morning came, he called his disciples to him and 

chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:  (they are listed out in 

following verses).ó  Luke 6:12-13 

I have been working on this article for over two weeks; I am still not pleased with how I am saying this 

truth. I am going to give it my best shot. When people think of what churches do things come to mind 

like worship services, eating together, and serving others inside and outside the church. There is fairly                

unknown, but powerful reality of church life that we call òsmall groups.ó Small group ministry began with 

the earthly ministry Jesus. Through the centuries, some of the most powerful renewal experiences within 

the church of Jesus have come through a leader starting a small group effort. Going all the way to                   

Desert Fathers in the third century when a group of faithful disciples went into the dessert to focus more 

on their spiritual lives, God has been breaking people into smaller, more serious groups of people with a 

lot of openness and interaction so the Holy Spirit could move in that group to create larger influence in 

peopleõs lives. This pattern of breaking people into smaller groups so there would be larger spiritual               

power and impact has continued on for centuries. I know that I have rattled off lists of six or seven               

biggest small group works of God in some of the sermons that I have shared.   

Many great leaders throughout history have had a team of òkey lieutenantsó that they have depended 

on.  Usually after the leaderõs death, these lieutenants go on start other movements and are revered   

because of their close proximity to the great leader.  Jesus was very different with his small group of 

twelve disciples.  One, when Jesus was asked who was the most important in the twelve, He told them 

they were missing the point of the Kingdom of God.   Another time, Jesus in John chapter 6, òthe                      

disciples were asked by Jesus, are you going to leave also?ó.  A number of disciples had deserted Jesus 

that day. Jesus small group of twelve men was not a group organized to gain power but a group to               

experience God and to serve people. Scripture tells us that Jesus served with larger groups, the 72 and 

the 120. The time commitment that Jesus gave the twelve is disproportionate compared to crowds.     

Jesus was invested in the twelve. So, we see in the verses above, that Jesus stayed up all night choosing 

these twelve to be His small group.  Transformation took place with twelve. Jesus understood this reality.  

At our church, we are starting five new small groups in August.   There will be two new discipleship 

groups starting soon, two new groups on Wednesday nights and one ladiesõ group that will meet during 

the afternoon starting in September. We started a new one in July, a Sunday School class for young 

adults. I heard just yesterday that the young adults had a great time full of the Holy Spiritõs fire on Sun-

day. Why are we launching all these new groups when we already have a great slate of small groups 

and Sunday school classes?  To answer that question simply, God works through small groups. So, we are 

trying to put as many of our people as we can in the flow of Godõs Spirit. If you are not already in a 

group that is transforming your life, I want to encourage you to make that change in August.  God is 

faithful to help us and work in our lives, if we will seek Him.   

          God Bless 
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I want to say a generous òthank youó to everyone for your faithfulness to God through our church over the month of July. We 

have had some Sundays where the worship attendance broke 100 and Sunday School attendance broke 65. Our giving to God 

has been strong this month as well. Also, I am excited about the guests that we have seen Sunday after Sunday during the 

month of July.     

We are continuing on with a wide range of outreach work as a church. I enjoyed our fourth of July outreach as well as our Bac k 

To School Bash at the pool. Also, each month our church continues to provide and host our cityõs senior adult breakfast on the 

first Monday of the month. In August, we will be sharing some powerful outreach by meeting with other churches and school 

leaders at all of our cityõs schools to pray for the new school year.  Last yearõs school prayer time was a powerful afternoon o f 

prayer. So, join us on August third at 3:00 pm. We will be  driving our bus to take a òprayer posseó to all three of the schools of 

our city.    

Have you taken the time to go through the new door into the fellowship hall? Have you walked up the ramp and seen how the 

construction of Wellõs Landing is coming. The electricians are installing the wiring today. Our Methodist Men will continue to d o 

some of finishing work on Wellõs Landing in the very near future. I canõt wait until we have our dedication service at Wellõs               

Landing very soon. As the work moves on, we will communicate a date for our dedication of the new addition.   

I want to thank Mallory Barnes, Lynn Lankford, Terry Smallwood, and Disa Harris for their great leadership in childrenõs  ministry. I 

want to thank Jennifer Barnes for her tireless leadership with our youth ministry along with Greg Green, Amanda Wadsworth, 

Gary Smallwood, and Noah Morgan. I am excited to share that our church has hired two ministry directors. Amanda Durden will 

be leading our childrenõs ministry on August 1. Terry and Disa will continue to serve alongside Amanda. Jason Potts will be                               

leading our youth ministry along with Noah Morgan and Jennifer Barnes. Greg, Amanda, and Gary will continue to serve our 

youth ministry Wednesday after Wednesday as well as Sunday after Sunday. Speaking of staff changes, we are sad to say 

goodbye to Angie Middleton as our churchõs administrative assistant. Angie will continue to serve as our worship leader on Sun-

days. Angie has taken a job closer to her home in Daphne. I am glad to say that we were able to bring Jason Potts on as our                     

administrative assistant so we can have a seamless transition.     

We were able to create an eight -week confirmation experience this summer. We will have our confirmation class join our 

church on August 17 th. We have kept our youth ministry going strong over the summer. I canõt wait for August 20th when we re-

start our R.O.W. ministry. We will have supper, childrenõs ministry, youth ministry, choir practice, and adult Bible Studies. With our 

new staff members in place by August 20 th, we will be offering an excellent time of fellowship and ministry every Wednesday 

night. Some people have told me they miss seeing good friends on Sunday due to our two -service plan. I want to invite every-

one to come RECONNECT ON WEDNESDAYõS by coming and enjoying our Wednesday night ministry.    
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Hello, my name is Jason Potts. I will be your new Youth           

Ministry Leader. I have recently moved down from                      

Laurnburg NC, along with my wife Elisabeth and our                    

children Ivan and Annabelle. We are all excited in                

getting to know you all better and are thankful for how                      

welcoming everyone has been to us. Iõm looking forward                  

to leading the youth in their study of scripture and helping 

them develop the skills needed to apply it to their lives.     

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                           

   

                                                                                        

Hi church family! Iõm Mandi Durden, and Iõm so grateful for the 

chance to serve as your Childrenõs Director. Working with kids 

has been a huge part of my life ñI spent several years as a 

preschool teacher, and Iõve always felt called to help children 

feel safe, loved, and excited to learn about Jesus. Iõm also a 

mom to my sweet and spunky 10 -year -old daughter, Molly, 

who keeps me on my toes and fills my heart daily. We share 

our home (and lots of laughs) with our Boston Terrier pup,    

Winston, who definitely thinks he 

runs the place! Iõm truly looking 

forward to building relationships 

with each of you and helping 

create a space where your   

children can grow in faith, have 

fun, and feel like they belong.                                     

Thank you for welcoming me so 

warmly ñIõm so excited for all 

thatõs ahead! 



нлнр 

 ¯p¯«® 

Ladies Night 

OutñSupper 

& Service 

Night! 6pm 
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Hall 

Outreach        

Easter Planning 

Meeting 6pm  
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108 Lee St , Chickasaw, AL 36611    .    Chickasawmethodist.com    .    251 -452-3461 

 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved -

Bridal Shower  

Chickasaw Methodist Church                                                 

108 Lee Street  251-452-5431                                                    

chickasawmethodist.com                                                      

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dave Rhodes  

Early Bird 

Chickasaw  Sr. 

Breakfast 

7:30am $5  

Camp  

Blue  

Lake  
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Ladies Breakfast  Wearing BLUE for Noah &                                        

Arthrogryposis Awareness  

July 

4th     

O                      

U     

T       

R                         

E                   

A                           

C                        

H 

The new                                 

Wellõs Landing 



 Exciting New Beginnings in Next Generation Ministry  

  

òWe will not hide them from their decedents; we will tell the 

next  generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his  

    power, and the wonders He has done.ó Psalm 78: 5-7  

 

As we look toward a new school year and a fresh season of ministry, we are so excited to welcome two incredible 

leaders to our Next Generation team! Please join me in celebrating and supporting Jason Potts, who will serve as 

our new Youth Ministry Leader, and Amanda Durden, who will lead our Childrenõs Ministry. Both begin their roles in 

August, and we believe God has truly brought them to us òfor such a time as this.ó 

 

We also want to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to some faithful servants who have helped carry the 

load during this season of transition. Terry Smallwood and Disa Danger have lovingly cared for our kids on Sunday 

mornings with consistency and joy. And a special thank -you to Gary Smallwood, who has been faithfully leading 

our youth Sunday School each week, helping fill a critical gap while we waited on Godõs timing to bring new lead-

ership.  

 

Another highlight of this summer has been our Confirmation Class, held on Wednesday nights. Under the thoughtful 

guidance of our very own Rev. Dave Rhodes, this group of students has explored the foundational truths of the 

Christian faith and grown deeper in their walk with Christ. We canõt wait to celebrate with them on Confirmation 

Sunday, August 17 ñmark your calendars!  

 

Thank you, church family, for your prayers, your support, and your continued belief in the importance of investing 

in the next generation. God is moving, and weõre so excited for whatõs ahead! 

  

             Jennifer and Noah   

SUNDAY MORNINGS: 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 

Starting Aug. 20th  
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Blue Lake Summer Camp: A Week of Growth, Faith, and Calling  

 

This summer, a few of our kids had the incredible opportunity to attend Blue Lake 

Camp ñ a week filled with faith, fun, and friendships that will last a lifetime. Serving 

alongside them as camp counselors were Macy Wheeler and Anjennica Newell, who 

both in their own way poured their hearts into leading and loving our campers well.  

 

The theme for the week was òWhatõs in a Name?ó based on Exodus 3:14, where God 

reveals Himself to Moses as òI AM.ó Campers explored the truth that God not only 

knows their names, but He also calls them to be so much more than they ever imag-

ined.  

 

While the week held its fair share of challenges ñ as camp often does ñ even those 

moments became opportunities for growth and learning. Through worship, small group 

time, and late -night conversations under the stars, our kids and counselors encoun-

tered God in meaningful and memorable ways.   

 

We are so grateful to have been able to send our kids and counselors to camp, and 

itõs only possible because of the ongoing generosity and support of our church family. 

Thank you for investing in the next generation ñ 

your prayers and giving make a real difference 

in their lives!  


